Changes are Coming to Miramar

Happy New Year to all of our friends on
Miramar Way. We hope you had a joyful
holiday season, and are as excited as we
are about the year ahead — a year that
will include some significant happenings
along the Way in the next few months.
Recently the Manatee County Fire
Department informed us that Florida’s Fire Code does, in fact, permit gas
grills on the Links side of Miramar Way,
although they are still not permitted

on the Lagoons side. The Fire Department considers the Links buildings to be
single family dwellings, where gas grills
are permitted under the Code, but the
Lagoons buildings are considered to be
condominium buildings, where gas grills
are not permitted.

The Board is expected to pass new regulations in the near future that will define
how and where gas grills may be used by
Links buildings residents.

And so it began...
The annual holiday season on Miramar
Way began as usual, with volunteers decorating the Clubhouse for the holidays.
See page 4 for a recap and pictures of
the fun-filled (and food-filled) Miramar
Holiday Party.

Holiday decorators: (left) Orit Batey, Joyce
Borda and Ellen Roteman; (above) Judee Taylor and Susan Teel; and (right) Susan Villiers
and Diana Leatham

The Board is also close to concluding
its negotiations with Manatee County
regarding the transferring of responsibility for Miramar’s water system and sewer
lines to the County. When these negotiations are completed we will be able to
proceed with the long-awaited repaving
of Miramar Way. We are hopeful that the
transfer and repaving will be completed
sometime this spring.
Watch for more details!

Meet Your Neighbor

The NFL season has come to an end and on February 2 it will be Super Bowl 54 in
Miami. And there is one Guy here on Miramar Way who certainly knows firsthand about the pressure of being an NFL coach and executive.
John Guy has an extensive history as both a college and professional football
coach and executive, a history that encompasses more than 36 years. John
starred as both a kicker and free safety at North Carolina AT&T State University.
He then coached at six NCAA Division 1 schools, including Kentucky, North Carolina and Alabama, and with the NFL’s Oakland Raiders, before becoming the special teams coach for the Pittsburgh Steelers under Head Coach Bill Cower during
the 1992 and 1993 seasons. The Steelers made it to the NFL Playoffs both years,
and the Steelers 27–24 loss in overtime to the Kansas City Chiefs in the 1993 AFC
Wild Card round is still considered to be one of the best playoff games in NFL history. John’s work with the Steelers earned
him recognition as an NFL Special Teams Coach of the Year Finalist in 1993.
Following his time with the Steelers, John was the defensive end coach for the Oakland Raiders from 1995-1997. After
serving as a college scout for the Cleveland Browns from 1998-2000, John became Vice President of Pro Personnel for the
Buffalo Bills from 2000-2009.
John is currently a partner with Vanguard Sports Group, where he oversees professional development of pro athletes by
empowering them to navigate their career through all the various challenges that occur in the professional world. He also
assists them as they transition from the professional arena to life off the field. So, without further ado, let’s meet John Guy.
Miramar Way: John, you surely know
more about the NFL than anyone else
here on Miramar Way, so let’s start
by pinning you down on the question
everyone is asking: Who is going to
win this year’s Super Bowl?
John: There is no clear cut favorite
this year, so that makes it very interesting, but I’ll go with the Baltimore
Ravens, who have an amazing talent
at quarterback in Lamar Jackson, as
well as an outstanding defense.
MW: You were an assistant coach
with Bill Cowher during his first year
with the Steelers and something
happened during the new coach’s
first game that gained a lot of praise
for Cowher, when you were actually
the guy who deserved the credit. Can
you tell us about it?
John: In 1992 we were playing our
opening game against the Houston
Oilers. Coach Cowher told me before
the game that we might want to use a
fake punt against them at some point
in the game.

Late in the game, we were down
14-0 and had the ball at the Houston
40-yard line. On third down I called
the punt team over and told them we
were going to go with the fake. But
a penalty pushed us back 15 yards
and we were now on our own 48. On
fourth down, I told Cowher we were
running the fake, and he said, “No,
no, not now,” but I had already called
the play, and so we did run the fake,
and our punter threw a perfect pass
all the way down to the one-yard line.
We scored a touchdown and came
back to win the game. After the game
everone praised Coach Cowher for
having the guts to call the fake in that
situation, but it was actually my decision to go with the fake punt at that
particular time. Bill (Cowher) gave all
the credit to me. But, the fault would
have been on me if it didn’t work.

Terry Pegula, who bought the team
after Ralph Wilson died in 2014. He
has made some much-needed personnel changes and has a clear conviction
of where he wants to take the team.
He has a demanding coach in Sean
McDermott, and a quarterback, Josh
Allen, who has all of the ingredients -size, speed, arm strength, and intelligence -- needed to be successful.

MW: The Buffalo Bills surprised many
with their run to the playoffs this year.
What did you think of the Bills’ season?

John: It is all about passion. What motivates you is your passion. What makes
a dream work is passion. Passion is the

John: It really doesn’t surprise me.
They have an outstanding owner in

Winning is about attitude. With losing
teams, everyone says, ‘I hope we do
well… I hope… I hope…’ Winning teams
don’t talk about hopes, they talk about
the task at hand, about what they’re
going to do. It’s like an affirmation.
Winning teams know they are going
to do well. Buffalo has developed that
winning attitude.
MW: What do you think is a key
ingredient to being successful?

Continued on next page —

You Gotta Regatta
Have you ever attended the Bradenton River Regatta?

This year, on Saturday, February 8, will
be the sixth annual Bradenton River Regatta and, if you haven’t attended any of
the first five (and even if you have), you
should definitely consider going.
The Regatta, which is held along the
Riverwalk in Bradenton, as well as on
the far side of the river in Palmetto,
includes traditional favorites such as
music, food, and entertainment for
the entire family. Between featured
acts, enjoy strolling along the beautiful walk and taking in the sights and
sounds of the natural setting and
feathered wildlife.
The Regatta boasts the fastest inland boats on water and the largest

tunnel boat race on tour—Powerboat
Superleague Formula-2—energizing
the surf at speeds over 120/mph. And,
to make sure you get all the speed
you need, there will be Jersey Speed
Skiff racing this year, too: a two-man
crew strapped inside a steel tubing
roll cage…nimble, agile and almost as
fast—at speeds over 80/mph!
This year’s music, on the two main
stage venues, will include, in Bradenton, BowieLive, the ultimate “David
Bowie” tribute, celebrating the star in
all phases of his legendary career, and,
in Palmetto, country music group: the
Andy Pursell Band and their “Tribute
to Tim McGraw!”
The Regatta will also feature world
fly-boarding Champion Kristen Smoyer,

Meet Your Neighbor

driving force that so often gets overlooked, but passion is the key to success
in anything that you do, and passion
gives you the courage and toughness
and mindset to complete your dream.
MW: What makes Miramar a place
where you like to live?
John: I am a social person but also
very private, and Miramar is a place

who will soar 80 feet into the air on an
elevator of water in a sequence of acrobatic moves. Then enjoy the antics of
Team Zoom and Daredevil Dogs, those
Frisbee® flying, canines. And there will
be cool kids zones on both shores of
the river and enough food and drinks
to satisfy anyone’s appetite.
And, if that’s not enough, hang
around until after dark, when the
nation’s “First Family of Fireworks,”
Zambelli Internationale, will paint the
sky with bursts of color and shape
that are distinct and different in every
show they do.
And it’s all FREE.
Find the complete schedule at www.
bradentonarearegatta.com.
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where I can be both. I love its accessibility to so much culture and the
many events that are so close by. The
community here is vibrant and active,
and there are many new things to try,
like going to a polo match right across
the street. I go to Dick Vitale’s events,
especially his big fundraiser. I support
his cause, pediatric cancer.

Here at Miramar I am in the epicenter
of Lakewood Ranch, right in the middle
of everything that happens here. There
are quality restaurants, and there are
active people who care about their life
style, about their community, and who
do a good job of protecting the community. Lakewood Ranch may not be
heaven, but it is paradise.

Coming Up: Miramar Special Events
January Ladies Lunch

Tuesday, January 21 at 12:30pm
Join us for casual pay-your-own-way
dining. This month’s lunch will be
at Jpan Restaurant, University Town
Center, 229 N Cattlemen Road. ~ RSVP
to miramaradmin@cscmsi.com or call
707-287-1442.

Annual Super Bowl Party

February 2, 5pm — Game at 6:30
Join us at the Miramar
Clubhouse to watch the
Super Bowl on our big
screen TV. BYOB, and

please bring a favorite food to share. ~
RSVP to miramaradmin@cscmsi.com
or call 412-925-6433 (leave a message
if you don’t get through).

Wine Tasting with Deon Barnard
Special Wine Down Wednesday!
February 19, 6pm

Miramar Board Member Deon Barnard
will be our host for a
special Wine Down
Wednesday. Get a
taste of South Africa’s
wines, it’s culture and
it’s humor in a special
presentation, as you

sip imported wines and and enjoy
seconds of your favorites. Watch for
more details, coming soon.

Ongoing Activities

Bridge: Mondays, 7pm.
Mah Jongg: Wednesdays, 1:30pm.
Wine Down Wednesday: 5pm, at the
Tiki Bar.
Book Club: Monthly, Tuesday, 7pm.
For information contact Amanda in
the Miramar Office or at miramaradmin@cscmsi.com.

Hearty Partyers
The Miramar Holiday Party featured
wonderful food and company and
a Secret Santa/White Elephant Gift
Exchange that generated delight from
some recipients... and laughs and
groans from others. Special thanks to
Dan Garrick and Tony Olender, Santa
and his helper (but which is which?).

Rob Williamson, Bryan Villiers, Mike Roteman

Jillian Walsh, Diane Nelson and Orit Batey

Sandy Talbott loves her gift... and Eileen
Hamburg wonders what to do with hers!

John Batey and Bill Nelson

Merv Hamburg and Tom Tutko

Judee Taylor, Susan and Tom Teel, Tony Olender, Dan Garrick and Patti
Olender.

Joyce Borda, Sandy Talbot, Adele Tutko, Marti Garrick, Eileen Hamburg and Sandi Holeman

