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Here on Miramar Way we live just 
a stone’s throw away from some 
very big celebrities. One of the guys 
who has lived nearby the longest 
and whose home is just a very short 
walk away is the famed college bas-
ketball announcer, Dick Vitale.  “He’s 
awesome, baby, with a capital “A”, 
as Dickey V himself would say.

Dick Vitale first received national 
attention as the head college bas-
ketball coach at the University of 
Detroit, then moved on to become 
the head coach of the NBA’s De-
troit Pistons. But it was as a college 
basketball broadcaster for ESPN, a 
gig that he has had since 1979, that 
Vitale became a household name 
(at least in those households that 
follow college hoops). Vitale is also 
very well known for his charitable 
work, and his annual Dick Vitale 
Gala, held at the Ritz-Carlton Golf 
Club, raised a record $7.4 million for 
the V Foundation for Cancer Re-
search (founded by the late legend-
ary basketball coach Jim Valvano).

Vitale lives less than a 
mile away from Mira-
mar in the Portmarnock 
section of Lakewood 
Ranch. 

Among other celebrities 
who live in the Sara-
sota-Manatee Coun-
ty area are country 
music legends 
Garth Brooks and 
Trisha Yearwood, 
novelist Stephen 
King, actresses Audrey, 
Judy and Ruth Landers (oh, how I 
loved Audrey as Afton Cooper on 
“Dallas”), circus stars Annaliese and 
Bello Nock, comedian Dick Smothers, 
TV celebrity Jerry Springer, crooner 
Bobby Vinton, circus star Nik Wallen-
da, and the most recent addition to 
Lakewood Ranch’s roster of celebri-
ties, the one and only Mick Jagger.

Yes, Mick Jagger of The Rolling 
Stones, his ballet dancer girlfriend 
Melanie Hamrick, and their 4-year-

old son Deveraux Octavian Basil 
Jagger, moved just a hop, skip, and a 
jump down University Parkway into 
a four-bedrooom estate in The Lake 
Club section of Lakewood Ranch in 
December. But if you want to see 
Mick’s new dives, forget it. The Lake 
Club is gated and getting in is virtu-
ally impossible.

Jagger and The Rolling Stones are, 
of course, known for such huge hit 
songs as “Time Is On My side,” “Get 
Off Of My Cloud,” “Paint It Black,” 
“Start Me Up,” “Angie,” “I Can’t Get 
No Satisfaction” and “Ruby Tues-
day.” But one place you will not 
see Mick Jagger is at our local Ruby 
Tuesday Restaurant located at Uni-
versity Town Center which, we are 
sad to report, closed permanently 
in December. There is, however, a 

Ruby Tuesday Restaurant that is 
still open for business close by. It 
is located across the road from 
the Tanger Outlets in Ellenton. 
Perhaps we can convince Jagger 

and the Stones to meet us there 
for dinner sometime.    

Mick Jagger Finally Gets Some Satisfaction



The Miramar Condo Association 
recently mailed all owners a copy of 
the Revised Rules and Regulations 
approved at the Board’s January 19 
meeting.

The Board appreciates that the vast 
majority of our Miramar residents 
obey our Rules and recognize that 
our Rules are for the common good 
of everyone who lives here.

Occasionally, however, some res-
idents do not obey the Rules and 
that can jeopardize the safety and 
property value of others.

Some of the new Rules were neces-
sitated by changes in the way people 
live. For example, people who are 
moving now often use PODS instead 
of moving trucks to transport their 
possessions. Thus, the new rule 
about the length of time that PODS 
may be kept on one’s property.

We have had articles in past issues 
of The Miramar Way about people 
failing to clean up after their dogs, 
leaving garage doors open, and vio-
lating our rules concerning parking. 
But these are not the only violations 

for which the Board has received 
multiple complaints.

We are seeing an increasing num-
ber of people using their garages for 
purposes other than parking cars. As a 
result, multiple cars are being kept in 
driveways, blocking sidewalks and cre-
ating a safety hazard by forcing people 
walking by or young children riding 
bicycles off of the sidewalk and into 
the street. People are also using guest 
parking spaces for cars that should be 
parked in garages or driveways, taking 
spaces away from actual guests.

At the pool and spa, some people 
have been consuming food and/
or beverages while inside the pool/
spa, creating unsanitary conditions. 
In some case, glass containers have 
been used, creating a real safety haz-
ard if a glass container should break.

There have also been numerous 
cases of very young children, even 
infants, being taken into the spa. 
The rules concerning the use of the 
spa by children were made more re-
strictive because, “The Association 
of Pool & Spa Professionals (APSP) 
notes that infants should not be per-

mitted in a hot tub at all, since their 
thin skin makes them more sus-
ceptible to overheating. The APSP 
also recommends that toddlers and 
other young children should not be 
allowed in a hot tub unless they can 
stand on the bottom and have their 
heads completely out of the water. 
Also, since little ones have very little 
control over bodily functions, spas 
can become unsanitary almost in-
stantly when ‘accidents’ happen.”

New signs bearing the Revised Rules 
for the pool/spa and clubhouse have 
been ordered and will be installed 
soon. Additionally, new cameras and 
a new video system have recently 
been installed at the pool/spa and 
the clubhouse to better enable us 
to monitor activities in these are-
as.  Please also remember that the 
temporary Covid rules limiting pool/
spa, fitness room, and clubhouse 
use remain in effect.

The Board hopes that you will 
review the Revised Rules and Regu-
lations carefully and that everyone 
will comply with these Rules so that 
disciplinary actions for violation of 
rules will not be necessary.

Revised Rules and Regulations

        

Sarasota is well known for being 
a city of the arts, and one of the 
feature attractions every year is the 
Downtown Sarasota Festival of the 
Arts, ranked as one of the top 100 
arts festivals in the nation.

This year, the 33rd Annual Festival 
will be held on Saturday, Febru-
ary 13 and Sunday, February 14, 
10am- 5pm each day. The location 
is Main Street, starting at Orange 
and heading east to Links Avenue, in 
downtown Sarasota. As always, the 
Fesitval is free, but this year, due to 
the pandemic, there will be a few 
changes. These include:

 ¾Masks are mandatory inside the 
show site for everyone except 

children under age two. A face 
shield is an option for extra pro-
tection, but the mask must be on 
underneath.

 ¾ Entrances and exits will be moni-
tored for one-way traffic.

 ¾Visitors should reserve free time 
slot on Eventbrite.

 ¾ Social distancing is required 
between artists and patrons, and 
patron groups.

 ¾Patrons are asked to stay home if 
they have been diagnosed with 
COVID-19, awaiting test results for 
COVID-19, or show any symptoms 
of the virus.

 ¾Guests are also asked to utilize 
hand-washing and sanitizing sta-
tions on a regular basis and avoid 
casual touching.

To get your free ticket and to re-
serve a time slot go to http://www.
artfestival.com/festivals/down-
town-sarasota-festival-arts and click 
Get Tickets.

Sarasota Arts Festival this Weekend



Jim Mooney is one of our newest 
neighbors here on Miramar Way, 
living on the Links side right before 
you get to the north gate. In keeping 
with the spirit of the times, we did a 
socially-distanced interview with our 
very friendly new neighbor.

The Miramar Way: Jim, you are new 
to Miramar. When did you move 
here, and from where?

Jim: My fiancé, Linda, and I moved 
to Miramar last July from Country 
Club, where we had lived for two 
years. Prviously, we had lived in New 
Jersey.

TMW: Are you retired or still work-
ing?

JM: I have my own business working 
as a painter, handyman, and pres-
sure washer, which keeps me busy 
full time. Previously, I worked as a 
foreign-domestic mechanic/manag-
er for a family business for 34 years.

TMW: What made you decide to 
move to Miramar?

JM: We decided to downsize and re-
ally liked what Miramar had to offer 
and its location.

TMW: What is your impression of 
our community, now that you have 
been here a while?

JM: Its very well maintained. Every-
one we have met has been very 
friendly and welcoming 

TMW: You live close to Miramar’s 
north gate. Recently the Board ap-
proved your request to make some 
improvements at your own expense 
that enhanced the appearance of 
the gate area. What improvements 
did you make?

JM: I installed landscape lighting 
accenting all the white pillars in-
side and outside the gate and along 
the inside wall. I added lighting to 
several palm trees and plantings. I 
put walkway lights going up to my 
front door. I completely cleared out 
all overgrown and dead landscaping 
between our home and the inside 
wall to ready it for new plantings.

TMW: What kinds of things do you 
like to do in your spare time?

JM: Linda and I like the beach and 
often go for sunsets. We like any-
thing that has to do with animals.  
And I like muscle cars, and I have 
restored a few. Linda and I both like 
photography.

TMW: You volunteered to serve on 
the Landscaping and Beautification 
Committee. Do you enjoy garden-
ing?

JM: Yes! I’m not good with identify-
ing plants, but I do like when things 
are kept nice and trimmed and 
when the grass looks good.  

TMW: Is there anything else that 
you want to share with us about 
yourself and/or your family?

JM: Linda and I lived three streets 
apart growing up and graduated 
from high school together. We 
reconnected at a class reunion in 
2016. Linda has three boys living 
in New Jersey and I have a girl and 
twin boys living in the Carolinas.

Meet Your Neighbor
:
 Jim Mooney

        

The Board approved Jim’s plan to beautify the area adjacent to the North Gate, 
and he personally undertook the work.



FPL Energy Services recently sent 
a mailing, “Information Regarding 
Your Exterior Electrical Systems,” to 
many of us living on Miramar Way, 
soliciting us to participate in their 
homeowners protection service for 
repairs to their exterior electrical 
system components. 

You DO NOT need this protection.

Repairs to these exterior electrical 
system components are the respon-
sibility of the Miramar Condomin-
ium Association. The Association 
is responsible for electrical system 
repairs up to the circuit breaker. 
Repairs to the circuit breaker and 
inward from the circuit breaker are 
the responsibility of the unit owner.

Good News
:
 Here’s Insurance

You Don’tDon’t Need

As with so many other things, elec-
tions for the Board of Directors for 
the Miramar at Lakewood Ranch 
Condominium Association, which 
were scheduled to be held on March 
16 at the Clubhouse, will instead 
be conducted via a live Zoom feed 
because of the pandemic. Our Prop-
erty Manager, Betsy Davis, and the 
election committee will count the 
votes on March 16 at 6:00 PM EST 
at the clubhouse while we all opt in 

to view. As soon as you receive the 
ballots for the four candidates, com-
plete and return via the enclosed 
envelope to the Miramar Clubhouse 
Admin Office (Mondays, Wednes-
days and Fridays, from 9am to 2pm. 
at the Clubhouse) or mail to the C&S 
address marked on the envelope 
(directions of how to submit will be 
included). 

Do not miss the deadline!

Condo Association Board Elections

March 9 
Call your Daughter Home | Deb Spera
A story of motherhood and wom-
anhood that follows three fierce 
southern women who come to a 
crossroads in 1924 in South Carolina 

April 13 
A Woman of No Importance |  
Sonia Purnell
Tells of the shadowy world of war-
time espionage and the career of 
one of the Allies’ most effective 
spies, Virginia Hall.

Book Club
Upcoming Miramar Book Club meet-
ings (over Zoom until further notice”): 

This week, after many attempts to 
remove stumps and roots where 
oak trees and shrubs once stood, 
new sod was planted. Sod was also 
planted in some areas between 
driveways and around newly-placed 
Palm trees.

A bid to replace 1500 dead and 
missing shrubs throughout Mira-
mar is out for quote, and for those 
of you who miss the mulch, a bid 
to place mulch in the front of all 
buildings and in common and gate 
areas is also out for quote.  This 
work should be completed after the 
risk of a frost is gone, but before 

the summer rains. (Last week there 
was a very real possibility of frost. 
This week we have highs in the 
mid- to upper-70s. Oh, by the way, 
the northeast is getting snow storm 
after snow storm this week. Where 
would you rather be?)

And the newly-formed Miramar 
Landscape and Beautification Com-
mittee met for the very first time 
this Monday evening (via confer-
ence call of course).   

Stay tuned for more exciting land-
scaping and beautification news 
to come! And do your part to keep 

Miramar looking its best by not 
littering, cleaning up after your dog, 
and picking up any litter that you 
may see.

Landscaping Update
:
 Sod and Much More

        


